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KCHD’s Service Spotlight: Back to School Vaccines
This week’s spotlight highlights KCHD’s Immunization Clinics

Knoxville, Tenn.—August is National Immunization Month and with school starting in just a few days, the Knox
County Health Department (KCHD) is encouraging parents to ensure their child is up to date on immunizations.

Because KCHD expects a back-to-school rush for required student vaccines, KCHD will offer extended hours at its
clinics to better accommodate parents seeking back-to-school vaccinations for their children.

To make an appointment, call KCHD’s Travel and Immunization Clinic (TIC) at 865-215-5070 or the West Clinic at 865-
215-5950. A parent/guardian’s photo ID, insurance card and child’s vaccination records are required for the
appointment.

“We want to make this process as convenient and easy for parents as possible, who we know are especially busy this
time of year,” said KCHD Director of Nursing Dena Mashburn. “We encourage parents to make an
appointment with their child’s physician or our staff as soon as possible if they haven’t already.”

A list of the required vaccinations by grade level is available on KCHD’s website: knoxcounty.org/health. Before the
first day of school, parents must also provide their child’s school with a state immunization certificate, which
documents receipt of the vaccinations.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the American Academy of Pediatrics and numerous other
national medical organizations say immunizations are vital in protecting children from potentially serious diseases.
The CDC estimates vaccination of children born between 1994 and 2018 will prevent more than 26 million
hospitalizations, 936,000 deaths and save nearly $1.9 trillion in total societal costs. More information and
recommendations for parents can be found at Healthychildren.org.

About Knox County Health Department
The first health department in Tennessee to achieve national voluntary accreditation by the Public Health
Accreditation Board, the Knox County Health Department (KCHD) is dedicated to ensuring the conditions in
which every resident can be healthy. As a chief health strategist for the community and with more than 240
team members, KCHD’s broad scope of work includes convening partners to improve community health,
identifying community health threats, investigating disease outbreaks, conducting extensive outreach and
education, preparing for public health emergencies, providing and connecting the public with medical care,
enforcing food safety and air quality laws, and more. For more information, visit www.knoxcounty.org/health.
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https://www.knoxcounty.org/health/kchn/kchn.php?id=435
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/tips-tools/ask-the-pediatrician/Pages/Why-is-it-important-for-my-kids-to-get-childhood-immunizations-during-COVID-19.aspx
http://www.knoxcounty.org/health

