Apil 17, 2020

To: Merit System for the Employees of The Knox County Sheriff’s Office

From: Westley Nesl Keck, Appallant

Regarding: Written Reguest for Hearing with Sheriff's Merit System Coungcil

Dear Council,

Purstiant to Section 9.3.4 of Mearit System for the Employeas of Thae Knox County Sheriff's

Office Policies and Procedures (MSPP), comes Wastley Neal Keck, Appsllant, Appellant who
files this written appeal and requiests a hearing with the council.

Ts

Westlev Neal Keck. Reauest for Hearlne with Sheriff's Merit Svstem Councit

The Appellant’s termination was inappropriste and inconsistent with the Policies and
Pracedures of MSPP. ‘

This oppeal is made in writing, timely, and authorized under Section 9.3.4 of MSPP, A
hearing should be conducted for the following specific reasons:

{a) The Appellant was erroneously terminated on April 8, 2020. The April 1, 2020 Letter
asserts the cause was for violations of MSPP 9.3.1 (b) Moral or ethical situations that
malce the employee unsuitable, and 9.3.1.(g) Notoriously disgraceful personal conduct.

The April 1, 2020 letter to Appellant states *Our investigation has determined that
criminel charges from this incident constiture notoriously disgracefil conduct.”
Section 9.3.1 (f) of MSPP requires “Conviction of a Criminal Offense.”™ Section 9.3.1
does not anthorize termination based on criminal charges,

{(b) Internal Investigation was neither initisied, nor completed. Appeliant was not
interviewed prior 10 any criminal charges being made, despite numerous opportunities
to do so. The Appellant provided a written explanation. The stated reason for
termination is criminal charges, which have not resulted in & conviction.

(¢} Careful consideration as required by Section 9.32 MSPP of Appellant’s wriren
explanation does not appesr 10 include reviewing MSPP as evidenced by the Aprl 1,
2020 Letter, which specifically requires conviction of a criminal offense.

Section 9.3.1 (f) of MSPP addresses criminal conduct, and cause under these eirewynsiances
would be “Comviction of s Criminal Offense”.
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